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tcgislattve LzonnciI,
l1'ednesday, 27th, Auguest, 19M,.

Bill: State Trading Concerns Act Amnendment it. 72
Return, Public Worka expendiure.........2
Addrmaln-reply, fourth day ...........

The PRESIDENT took the Chair at 4.30i
p.m., and read prayers.

BILL-STATE TRADING CONCERNS
ACT AMENDMENT.

Introduced by the Minister for Countryv
Water Supplies and read a first time.

RETUEN-PUBLIO WORKS
EXPENDITURE.

N'otice of motion by Hon. A. Lovekin
read-

Thai. a return be laid on the Table of the
House showiag-(1) The expenditure for p)ub-
lie works for the year ended 30th June,
1930, from Loan Funds--(a) on material;
(b) on wages paid to workers; (c) on salaries
to officials in charge of works; (d) on ad-
miistration.

The PRESIDENT:- I understand that
this motion is likely to create some discus-
sion. Under .Standing Order 15 ;formal.
business can only be taken before the adop-
tion of the Address-in-reply. No business
beyond what is of a formal ubarneater or
unopposed may be entered upon before the
Address-in-reply has been adopted. Will
this motion involve much discussion?

Hon. A. LOVEKIN: This is a formal
motion asking for certain informakton.
Motions of this character have always been
treated as formal. The information sought
here might easily have been afforded by way
of an answer to a question. Unless the
books of the country are in a chaotic state,
this information ought to be forthcoming at
once. I should like to know upon what
ground the Leader of the House suggestsi
that this is not a formal motion. We have
never been subjected to this sort of thing
before.

Hon. 3. 3. Holmes: If there is any ob-
jection, withdraw the motion, and ask a
question.

The IMINXISTER FOR COUNTRY
WATER SUPPLIES: The return asked
for will lead to a good deal of expense. It
will be necessary to search and examine
hundreds of vouchers in order to prepare
a return of this nature.

Hon. J. J. Holmes: Not if the books are
properly kept. The vouchers woald have
been checked by the auditors each year.

The WMINISTER FOR COUNTRY
WATER SUPPLIES: It is my desire that
any information 1 give the 'Hou!:e shall be
as far as possible absolutely correct. In
order to get correct information in answer
to the points mentioned in the motion, many
vouchers will bare to be examined.

Hon. J. J. Holmes: The Auditor General
has already examined them.

The 1WINSTER FOR COUNTRY
WATER SUPPLIES:- I repeat that, de-
spite the interjection, the vouchers will have
to he examined before the correct, informa-
tion ca be obtained. If 'Mr. Lovekin can
put up a ease to support his request for an
answer to these questions, I shall be pre-
pared to supply the information,

The PRESIDE NT: I think Mr. Lovekin
will see that, irrespecttve of the mnerits of
the motion, it is liely to create liscussion,
and that it will be opposed. Consequently
under Standing Order 15 he may not pro-
ceed with the motion at this stage.

Hon. J. J. Holmes: Give notice of a qutes-
tion now.

Hon. A. LOVEKIN: I give notice of ~
question along the lines indicated in the
motion, the question to be asked at. the next
sitting of the House.

The PRESIDENT: This motion will be
left on the Notice Paper until after the
Address-in-reply is concluded. The hon.
member can then lproeed with it. The
matter was previously prescented ii the formr
of a question, but the Minister did not ans-
wer it, and suggested that it should be pre-
sented in the form of a motion.

Hon. 3. J, HOLMES: Do I understand,
Mr. President-

The PRESIDENT: I understand the hon.
member is rising to a point of order.

Hon. J, J. HOLMES: I only want to)
clear the atmosphere and know where we
are. I understeud from -you that this mat-
ter was brought up before in the form of
a question.
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The PRESIDENT: Yes.
Hon. J. J. HOLMES: And that the Min-

ister suggested it should come forward in
the form of a motion.

The PRESIDENT: Yes.

liun. J. J. HOLMKES: It is now before
the House in the form of a motion and
yet the Minister objects to it,

The Minister for Country Water Sup-
plies: I have not objected to it.

The PRESIDENT : tUnder Standing
Order 15 no business heyond what is of for-
mal character or unopposed shall he entered
upon before the Address-in-reply has been
adopted. The Address-in-reply has not been
adopted. As soon as it is adopted, Mir.
Lovekin's motion can be dealt with. Until
then it cannot he dealt with under the
Standing Order I have quoted.

Hon. A. LOVEKIN: I should he glad if
the consideration of the motion could be post-.
poned, in any event, because I am at a great
disadvantage to-day. I have a cold in miy
head which has gone to my ears, and my
hearing is not very good. I would point
out that Standing Order 15 says, "Except
as provided by the Standing Orders or by
the Leader of the House." In Standing
Order 103 there is an exc2eption whichi says
that "niotioin s;hall have precedence each day
according to the order in which they appear
on the Notice Paper, and if called on and
are not disposed of prior to the adjournment
of the Council shall be placed on the Notice
Paper for the next sitting." That seems to
be an exception to Standing Order No. 15.
This motion appears on the Notice Paper,
perfectly in order, and the Notice Paper is
signed by you, Mr. President. I submit that
I would be in order in proceedi.ng with the
motion notwithstanding Standing Order No.
15, but I prefer in the eireumstance', that
its consideration should be postponed. I
desire to discuss the Address-in-reply to
some extent, and I want this information.
The Government have already had a month
in which to prepare the information. I
gave notice of the question a month ago.

The PRESIDENT: I rule that the motion
cannot be discussed at this stage. I think
the hon. member will agree with me that I
am following the invariahle practice of this
House in regard to the interpretation of
Standing Order No. 15, irrespeetive of
Standing Order 103 quoted by him.

The MINISTER FOR COUNTRY
WATER SUPPLIES: I desire to make a
short personal explanation. I am. at all
times ready to give the House the fullest in-
formation. This return, however, will cost
a great deal of money and the Government
desire that Mr. Lovekin should put up a ease
for i t. If he can justify the expense that
will be involved, we shall be only too pleased.
to give -the required answers and supply the
information.

Hon. A. Lovekin: There cannot he any
excuse unless the hooks are in a chaotic con-
dition.

ADDRESS-IN-REPLY.

Fourth Day.

HON. G. A. KEMPTON (Central)
[4.44J]. Before I1 speak to the Address-in-
reply may I congratulate you, Sir, on the
honour that has been conferred upon you by
His Majesty the King. 1 also desire to ex-
press sorrow that we have lost the late Mr.
Brown, and that 21r. Stephenson is no
longer amongst us. Both gentlemen were
respected and liked in the House, because
of their genial nature and their ability.
I would also like to congratulate Sir Charles
Nathan, Mr. Macfarlane and Mr. Allsop on
their election to this Chamber. I hope their
stay in the House will be pleasant, as I
know it will be profitable to the State. fIn
addition, I would extend similar felicitations
to the other hon. members who were re-
turned at the lust general election. I 'hope
that Mvr. Cornell and the Clerk of Parlia-
ments, Mr. Bernard Parker, will soon be
restored to health. At a time of stress such
as the present, when money is particularly
hard to obtain, T regard it as the duty of
Parliamentarians to forego part of their
salaries. I do not make that statement be-
cause I believe members arc overpaid. They
always have large calls upon their purses
and many of %them have to travel many
thousands of miles in carrying out their
duties, more particularly those who live in
the North Province. I know personally
that all Parliamentary members represent-
ing my province, including the Assembly
constituencies embraced in it, have assisted
considerably in connection with unemploy-
ment, and I have no doubt that other hon.
members have been equally thoughtful. At
the same time, I think it only right that a
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lead should be given by members of Par-
liament and, in common with 'Mr. Holiunv.
I would not like to see the salaries of civil
,servants reduced without members of Par-
liament themselves first leading the way.
I noticed in this morning's "West Austra'-
lian" that 1Mr. Paxton, the Chairman of the
Assoiated Chambers of Commerce of Aus-
tralia, said that he thought salaries shouldl
be reduced. In fact, he thought that
salaries should be abolished altogether for
members of Parliament, and he believed that
all the State Parliamenbi should be abol-
ished as well. 2&. Paxton comes from.
Sydney, and no doubt he would be perfectly
satisfied if .there were no j'arliamentary
Governent in Western Australia.

Hon. Hf. Stewat: He did not suggest
reducing the tariff or eliminating bonuse3.

Hon. G. A. KEMPT ON: No. He would
not do that. From his standpoint, it would
be a good thing if there were no governing
authority in this part of Australia Why
is it that so many people in positions such
as that hield by Mr. lPaxton are so inclined to
push down the salaries of the other fellow
and leave themselves alone? As a matter
of fact, if Parliamentary salaries were to
be nbolishe4 altogether, it would mean we
would have purely conservative govern-
wents in Australia, and that would certainly
not be for the good of Australia.

Hon. J. J. Holmes: Surely you do not
mean that!

Hon. G. A. KEMPTON: I do not think
it would be a good thing. Dealing with
the question of unemployment, the People
in the Victoria and Murchison districts have
been particularly generous in the assistance
rendered to those out of work. They have
collected large sums of money, and in fler-
atlton over £E1,000 has been raised from
the people of the town alone. A great
many of the unemployed gather in Gerald-
ton because it is a'seaport town and the
centre of a huge district, It wvould be -well
-if the Governnieut assisted those people
more than they do at the present time.
Under existing conditions the position is

mnade extremely difficult for the uinciIo ed
in the outback clistrwts. They have to
come to Perth, which tends towards
centralisation. It ils"o mcan-, that When
seasonal work starts again in the north-
ern districts, fure.- have to ))e paid to
enable men to return to those districts, It

wvould be better if the unemployed were
kepit in the distriets and placed on clearing
work in connection with blocks that are to
be thrown open. They could also be given
contralcts to erect fencing and so forth. If
that policy were adopted, a new settler,
when he took over his block, would be able
to commence his farming operations bamne-
dial ely, instead of having to devote two or
three years to the -work of clearing prior to
commencing production. The 'State would
gradually get back the money paid out on
aceount of the clearing work instcad of los-
ing that money altogether. It would mean
also that the unemployed themselves would
be far more contented with their lot I
hope something of that description will be
done, because we have many unemployed in
the districts I have referred to. The posi-
tion is particulasrly bad in Gerahlton because
of the influx of the unemployed from the
other parts of northern districts. Having
listenied to the statement made by the Pre.
inier regarding the financial stringency and
realising how members of this Chamber view
the starting of new public works3 and thu
completion of those already in hand, it seems
foolish, perhaps, to talk of new railways or
public works. I realise there are big areas
in particular districts outback where mien nra
at work, where land has been cleared and
huge areas are under crop, and unless some
facilities are provided for the settlers there,
it will be impossible f or them to bring their
wheat to the railway sidings at a jproflt.
When speaking the other day the Premier
said-

Our big harvest will afford much emiploy-
ment anid will return to the State a substan-
tial chequle. A good harvest will mean
Mrimr to Western Australia than to other
s3tates, because our primary production per
head of population is so muchb larger than
theirs.

In the Speech delivered to Parliament by
His Excellency there was the following pas-
sage:-

The, work of the session will be devoted
largely to finance, and to legislation affect-
lug finance. it is regarded as of the utmost
importance to increase the national income
by production. To this end, Parliament wrill
be asked to consider a Bill to authoriar the
Trustees of the Agricultural Bank to raise
umoney for the bank's requirements, in order
to seecore funds for development. Other

cessary stepS will be taken to adiust the
difficulties which have arisen by reason nf
the sudden tennination of the su1pply Of loan
funds.
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I agree that there is a lot of land alongside
existing railways that is undeveloped. Still
the fact remains that in the outer parts of
the State in such places as Baila, Dartmnoor,
and in the country north of Yuna and east
of Binnu and from East Yuna to Mullewa,'
there is a huge tract of country held up be-
cause of the lack of transport facilities. The
question arises how we can arrange at the
present time for some cheap ienn,; of trans-
port for them. Unless something is done it
will be impossibe for the settler, there to
carry on. In the Balla and Dartmoor dis-
tricts, it is expected that this year 50,000
bags of wheat will be brought to the sidings,
and it will not be profitable to the settlers
if they have -to pay the present rate for
cartage over long distances and bad roads.
Ia some eases the wheat will have to be
carted 30 miles or more. Last year the
Collier Government sent a survey party to
inspect the areas I have refen-ed to, and the
party found a tract of country comprising
nearly 500,000 acres, much of which was
first-class. If it was worth while for the
Government to send out the survey party to
classify and ma-k out the blocks, it should
be worth while for the present Government
to send out the Railway Advisory Board to
report on the land and see whether anything
can be done to provide a railway for the
settlers.

Hon. J. J. Holmes: lion- far an- thely
from the railway now?

Ron. G. A. FQWMPTON: Froni 30 to 410
miles. I have received an interesting letter
from one of the settlers at Dartmcoor, who
says-

During your recent visit to Geraldtoa re-
ference was made to the large area of agri-
cultural land in Balla. and Dartmoor and to
the big tract of wheat land north of Dart-
moor and the rabbit-proof fence. Farning
operations have been carried on successful]-.
in Balla and Dartmoor for the last four years,
and it is anticipated those areas will this
year produce 50,000 bags of wheat, which
will be delivered either to Binnu on the
Northampton line, or Yuna, the head of the
Upper Chapman line. There is no question
as to the quality of this land or as to the
sufficiency of rainfall for successful wheat
production. Settlers in the district are con-
vinced the land north of Dartmoor, which
has recently been surveyed and classified, is
equally suitable for wheat growing. Sur-
veyed and classified land in lDnlla and Dart-
moor comprises something ove-r 106,000 ;t-res;
land north of Dartmoor 319,000 acres; mnak-
ing a total area of 425,000 acres. The classi-
fication of tbe area north of IDartmoor is a
remarkably good one, -a large portion being

described as first-class land, and practically
no sandplain. is shown on the classification.
Most of the Balla and Dartmoor blocks have
been taken up and development work is being
carried on, but the land on the news classifi-
cation has not yet been opened for seleerion.
Balls and Dartnioor settlers are labouring tin-
der the great disadvantage of having to cart
their wheat for distances ranging from 20 to
30 miles over indifferent roads. it is feared
these settlers will not be able to carry on
unless railway facilities are provided. Rail-
wvay extension north fronm Yuina to th2 rabbit-
proof fence would involve a distance of 33
miles over country that. presents no engin-
eering difficulties, It would not only s-erve
the whole of the Halln and Dartmoor areas,
but would open up a good deal of land north
of the fence in the now classification. .
You were good enough when up here to view
classification maps, displayed in the munici-
pal council chambers:' of the newly-classified
area north of Dartmtoor, and it is felt up here
that this large area of land is worthy of ant
early inspection by members of the Govern-
ment--------I may mention the late Govern-
mnent promised a visit to the area would be
made by the Railway Advisory Boaxrd at an
early date, and seeing so much has been done
in. the way of survey work, classification, pro-
vision for water supply, ae., there was every
reason to believe that railway extension to
serve the area was contemplated.

It know it is practically useless to ask for the
construction of a new railway line even if
the length were 33 miles only, but we know
that there are in Western Australia certain
railway lines that are really not used. They
represent a source of expense for the State.
Why not take up somec of those lines anid
build raways to such places as Balma, Dart-
moor and the other centres. I have referred
to?

Hon. J. J. Holmes: What line would you
take up ?

Hon. G-. A. KEMPTON: I do not sug-
gest any particular line, hut we know there
are snob lines in Western Australia, and it
would be possible to do as I sugg-est and
thus, find more work for the unemployed.
It would mean that there would then be
greater production, and if, as the Premier
says, it is necessary to get Australia oat of
tier troubles by bringing about increased
production, it is dune to the Government to
give facilities where they are so badly
needed.

Ron. J. JI. Holmnes: Would it not be bet-
ter to deal with the land adjacent to existing
railways?

HOn]. G-. A. KEMPTON: Why don't they
deal with it?
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Ron. 4. J. Holmes: Ask them.

Ron. G2. A. KEM1PTON: The Govern-
ment have opened up the blocks to which I
have referred and men have taken them up
and have bil- areas under crop. Having
done so much development work, it is a fair
thing that the Government should now assist
them in seine way. These remarks apply to
railways, but there is an undertaking that
has already been started and as a matter of
fact has been carried on for a number of
years which is not completed. I refer to the
Geraldton harbour works. The development
that has taken place in the Victoria and
Murchison districts during the last few years
has been nothing short of wonderful. Three
years ago when speaking on this subject of
the Gleraldton harbour works I mentioned
that two berths were promised for the pre-
vious year. Now we are promised one berth
for the coming year. Wheat is placed in
ships at Geraldton, and when they are partly
loaded, they are sent to Fremantle to top-up.
That means extra. expense so far as freight
is concerned, and that expense falls on the
shoulders of the primary producer. The
original scheme provided that the harbour
should be dredged to a depth of 30 feet.
That was afterwards reduced to 25 feet. It
will be recog-nised that it is a short-sighted
policy to reduce the depth. The engineer
in charge of the works declares that manny
of the wheat ships can load there at 25 feet,
but "Mr. Bog-le, chairman of the Uealdtoji
Chamber of Commerce, gave me some figures
tim other day whbich show that it is imipos-
sible ior any of the ships that were tht-re last
year to fully load. H1e says-

Allowing for a 2ft. 6in. clearance uuder
vessels when fully loaded, not one ship that
came to Geraldton this season to load, wheat
could have fully loaded at harbour depth of
251t. At lIt. 6ur. clearance, two vessels
totild have fully loaded as per list attached
of draft tof vessels when fullyv loaded.

I have the list of the vessels that came in
last year and not one of them could have
fully loaded at 25 feet. This shows clearly
that it is a short-sighted policy to reduce the
depth of the harbour. There is no need for
me to give the names of the vessels, but they
drew from 23 to 27 feet and therefore it is
an absolute impossibility for them to load if
the depth is. to be reduced to 25 feet. I
should like to give a few Geraldtou port
statistics to show hoiA necessary it is to

carry on the harbour works to completion.
These are the figures-

1921/25
1825/20
192617
192 7/28
1928/20
1929/30

-Mar.)
(to Slst

The exports of wheat

.1923/24 .
19J24/25
1925/26
1926/27
1027/28
192S/29
1929/30

Imports.
£

37,756
54,806

114,396
173,603

92,962

Exports.

994,038

050,564
1,340,897

202,416 1,352.617

were as follows:-
Bags. Vessels.

3,50,000 8
613,000 12
087,000 17
806,000 16

1,033,000 19
1,511,000 29
1,820,000 32

The increase in the seven years was over five
times the quantity of wheat exported, and
in respect of vessels the number loaded was
four times the original figure.

Hon. J. J. Holmes: You have not evert
started to row wheat in that area.

Hon. G. A. KEMPTON: That is quite
true. I should also like to mention that
the quantity of wheat received from the
Government line, Geraldton to W ohmi and
railed to Geraldton was 1,462,00.) bags and
to Perth 80,000, making a total of
1,542,000, whilst along the Midland line
from Geraldton to Coorow 700,000 bags
were carried, making a grand tota of
2,242,000. The flour mill keeiveti ex-rail
44,000 bags, and by road 29,000 bags, a
total of 73,000 bags. With the construction
of superphosphate works in Geraldton it will
mean that instead of a lot of the wheat com-
ing to Perth, the trucks carrying- the super
will rnn out froim Geraldton loaded, and
will return with wheat, whereas at the pre-
sent time the trucks are sent up from Perth
with super and are returned *empty with
wheat from the Geialdton zone. It would
be economically unsound for trucks to be
sent back empty. Without taking into con-
sideration the extra area that will he under
crop, there will easily be another 400,000
bags of wheat sent to Geraldton. It is
estimated that the number of vessels load-
ing and unloading at Geraldton during the
coming season will be 40 for wheat, 8 for
rock and sulphur, 5 for oil, and 78 coastal,
making a total of 131. This great develop-
ment is sufficient juatifi cation for the har-
bour works being pushed on, and although,
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with other members, I realise how difficult
it is to get money with which to carry oit
the work, we must bear in mind that it is
an unsound policy to continue to spend
thousands of pounds on repairing the jetty.
Had the work of harbour construction beeni
carried out by contract instead of by day
labour, I venture to say that by this time
the work would have beeu completed. I
should like to give the House a few more
interesting figures to show how the northern
areas have progressed. There is one small
area of 36 miles at the northern end of the
Midland line that was reponsible for nearly
one and half million bushels lbeing placed
on sidings as follows:-Tbree Springs,
101,000 bags; Prowaka, 10,000 bags; Car-
namah, 169,000 bags; Winchester, 75,000
bags; Coorow, 141,000 bags. The furthest
distance that wheat was carted was 17 miles.
To show that that is not a favoured spot,
I might add that in the i1lorawa, Road Board
district no fewer than 312,000 bags were
placed on the sidings, or nearly a million
bushels. I quote these figures to demon-
strate that production must increase when
railway facilities are provided, and that it
is of the greatest importance also that the
harhour works shguld be completed as early
as possible. Before concluding my remarks
I should like to say a few words about
education. I admit the difficulty in which
the present Government find themselves at
the present time, and their inability to pro-
vide the facilities that the people in the
baekbilocks are entitled to receive, facilities
such as schools, hospitals and railways. But
in respect to education so many of the out-
back districts are finding it impossible t',
give their children a proper education, and
it is often heartbreaking for parents to
have to realise that some of their children
are growing up almost uneducated. Just
here I should like to congratulat e heartily
the ox-Minister for Education, Mr. Drew,
for the splendid work he did in inanaurat-
ing the correspondence classes.

Hon. 3. J. Holmes: Be careful lest this
is used against you at the next elections.

Hon. H. Stewart: The correspondence
classes were in operation before Mr. Drew
took office.

Hon. G. A. KEMPTON: Is that so?
Hon. J. M. Drew: Yes.
Hon. G. A. KEMPTON: At any rate,

I am satisfled that splendid work is being

done by means of these classes and the
Point I wish to make is this: Although there
is a tendency to cut into votes such as that
for Education-we realise that Education
is not reproductive from the monetary
point of view-I should like to express the
hope that the correspondence classes will be
carried on, even to a greater extent than at
present. They are a wonderful help to the
people in the distant country districts where
very often the nwinber of children is not
sufficient to permit of the establishment of
it school. There are two or three measures
which I think should be brought dlown this
session, and which I hope the Government
ill bring down, as they are long overdue.
Two of them are measures relating to

municipalities and road boards. The Aet,
under which those local author~ities now
operate are old and out of date. A Bill
dealing with road districts has been intro-
duced twice, a number of amendments were
introduced, and on each occasion the Bill
was dropped. Both municipalities, and roud
boards experience great difficulty in work-
ing under the existing Acts, Again, as
there has been in the case of the Legislative
Assembly, so there should be in the case of
the Legislative Council, a redistribution if
seats. The time of the biennial elections
for this House should also lbe altered.
Under existing conditions it is almost im-
possible to obtain a full vote, which is
necessary in order that the views of the
majority of electors may be ascertained. In
May the farmers are all seeding and very
busy indeed, and they cannot leave theirf
work for possibly a whole day in order to
record a vote. I hope that an alteration
will be made in that respect. Hon. members
will not, I trust, consider that I have been
parochial in dealing with only such mat-ters concerning my own province. Many-
matters relating to finance can be brought
forward, and will be brought forward, dur-
ing the present debate, and I am content
to leave them in much abler hands than
mine. I have pleasure in supporting the
adoption of the Address-in-reply.

HON. E. H. H. HALL (Central)
[6.17): Before I address myself to the mo-
tion before the Chair, will you allow me,
Mr. President, to join with other members
who have voiced sincere congratulations on
the well-deserved honour that has been eon-
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ferred upon you by His -Majesty the King.
At times, when honours such as this are
bestowed, some sections of the people are
at a loss to know the exact reason for the
bestowal. Without indulging in any ful-
somfenless I can say that throughout the
length and breadth of the State the honour
which has been bestowed upon you, Sir, by
His 'Maier-t the King lms met with appro-
bation. your very long -'ervice to :'our
adopted country, 'both _in the Legislature
of this State and in the F~ederal Parlia-
mient, are not overlooked either by the
Sovereign or by the people. It is agreed
that the honiour which yon have received is
tile fitting reward of long and conscientious
service. I have to express my sympathy
with the relatives of the late Mr. J1. R1.
Brown. I was present in this Chamber
when the Leader of the House moved a
motion of condolence. I sincerely sympa-
thisc with our Chairman of Committees in
his indisposition, and trust he will soon be
restored to his place. I hope also that the
Clerk of the House, 'Mr. Parker, will
.speedily recover his health. Now may I
offer my congratulations to Sir Charles
Nathan upon his election to this Chamber.
I have not had the pleasure of his personal
acquaintance, but I have long known of his
efforts on behalf of the State and the Corn-
inonwealtb. I must congratulate the electors
of the Metropolitan-Suburban Province on
having returned a man of Sir Charles Na-
than's attainments and record to this Cham-
ber. Though I shall feel bound to exercise my
right to differ from him if occasion arises,
I shall feel bound to listen attentively and
respectfully to anythin- he may say. His
election to the House should result in much
go)od to Western Australia. In the case of
Mr. Ailsop, too, I consider that the electors
are to be congratulated on their choice. The
new member for the North-East Province
has spent manny years in Kalgoorlie, of
which city we are so proud, its goldfields
having won great renown for Western Aus-
tralia. Mr-. Allsop has long been connected
with the technical side of the great industry
which lifted this country out of obscurity.
Therefore my cong-ratulations are due to
both the province and its newly elected re-
presentative. Turning now to His Excel-
lentys Speech, the first question to eneuage

fir ttttin ;~ hat'. tal i.sti~ioii 'v1'i4-l is

engrawinr attention in all parts of the world
- unemployment. Yesterday "Mr. Gray said,
by -way of inteietion, that unemployment

exists in every part of the world and that
therefore there is not much in this State for
us to get excited or annoyed or depressed
about.

Hon. E. H, Gray: I did not say that.
Hon. E.. H. H. HALL: The hon. member

said that unemployment existed in every
part of the world, and I understood him. to
express himself to the effect of the re-
inainder of 'whet I hare quoted. Perhaps I
have made a mistake. In any case, we can-
not content ourselves with merely saying,
"Everybody else is in the same position;
why worry? P'Let me ask, why should a
young country such as Australia Ond a
Young State such as Western Australia be
in exactly the same position as the older
countries of the world with regard to unem-
ployment? I do not know how the figures
work out per capita, but undoubtedly there
are too many unemployed in Australia. It
is no use simply replying that the same posi-
tion obtains in older countries. We have no
more right to set up such a comparison than
to liken an old man to a young man. We do
not expect a young man to suffer from the
ailments to which an old man is unfortun-
ately subject. Therefore it seems to me that
on the aspect of unemployment here we hare
cause for complaint. However, we are toldI
that wre must not indulge in recrimination,
all of us being equally to blame. I have
here a. reference to unemployment in the
report of the Development and Migration.
Comnmission,' of which Sir Charles Nathan
was a member;, and I consider that the
Commonwealth, despite all its errors of com-

mission and omnission, is entitled to credit
for having appointed that Royal Coimnis-
,ion. In September of 1928, nearly two
years ago, the Commission reported on the
subject of acva-:ployment. Has any action
been taken upon that report by either the
Commonwealth or the various State Govern-
ments? I regard the report as excellent.
If any action has been taken on it, such
action is unknown to me. The Commission
emphasised its conclusion that Government
relief work and special efforts by private
citizens to provide small jobs, are only tem-
porary and expensive -palliatives.

lIron. .1. .1. flolnIi-: Qite ri4,'..

Hron. E,. 11. HI. HALL: The nezieet of
the Commission's advice is absolutely de-
pre,;sing-. However, there is no use c'rvmgp.
Two ,years, after that report we fina our
Government, our local authorities, and our
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private citizens doing the very thing which,
two years ago, they were warned not to do.

lion. E. H. Gray: What do you suggest?
Hon. E. H. H, HALL: I wish to make

myself quite clear on this matter, I con-
sider that the present Government are to he
congratulated upon what they have done for
the unemployed in placing them at Blaekboy
Hill. The present Government have at least
tried to do something for those unfortunate
people. In my own town I have had some
little experience of this sort of thing. It
does not matter to ine if people say, "These
unemployed won't work." Suppose there
nre 100 unemployed and 75 of them do not
want work, are we justified in standing idly
by and doing nothing for the 25 who do
want work? The present Government are
entitled to the thanks of the community for
having tried to do something for these men,
nii(l Cur having made the offort in very dill-
cult circumstances. The Leader of the last
Government shut himself up in his office and
refused to meet the unemployed at all.

Hen. W. H. Kitson: That is not correet.
Hon. E. H. H. HALL: I am correct in

saying that he refused to meet the unemn-
ployed.

Bon. IV. H. Kitson: It is incorrect.
Hon. E. H. R. HALL: 3%r. Collier re-

peatedly refused to come out and meet the
uniemployed. Hfe barred them in a sorts
of ways, saying "I will meet this man, but
not thiat man." Nothing of that kind has
occurred in the ease of Sir James Mitchell.

Hon. W. HF. Kitson: He has heen a jolly
sigzht worse.

Hon. E. H. H. HALL: The present Gov-
enment have got these men out of the city.
T admire the attempt of the present Govern-
ment to deal with the situation, though I am
pretty sore about what they have done. I
acknowledge that the present Government
have done something for the unemployed in
the metropolitan area;, but what have they
done for the unemployed in the country dis-
trictsI As regards the latter, they have left
the local committees to deal with them as
best they can. T arlinowledge that the
Government can do only a certain amount,
and that they have done the best they pos-
sibly could in the circumnstances; hut the
whole trend of Government activities for
dealing with the unemployed problem has
been to benefit the people of the metropoli-
tanl area- The unemployed married man
with four children in the metropolitan area
has been allowed is,. per day for himself, his

wife, and eatch of his children, a total of two
guineas per week. Certainly I do not wish
to deprive the metropolitan unemployed of
that sustenance or relief. But how does the
unemployed married man in Kalgoorlie, or
Bunbury, or Busselton get on?

Hon. E. H. Gray: He conies down te
Perth.

Hon. E. H. H. HALL: He goes to a local
storekeeper, and the local storekeeper keeps
him and his dependants until he cannot do it
any longer, Then the man comes upon the
townspeople. Geraldtoa was one of the first
towns in the State to put in sixpence pepl
pound per week in order to make work for
the unemployed. The men who walked from
Geraldton to Perth no more belonged to
Geraldton than Mr. Gray does. Those men
had nothing whatever to do with the Ocr-
adto, people. They were persuaded to

come down to Perth so that they could throw
themselves upon the mercy of the Govern-
mient of the State. In according praise to
the Government for what has been done,
I merely wish to express my recognition of
the fact that they have done something. Mr.
Holmes asked last night why the Govern-
ment did not set the unemployed to work
clearing the rich idle lands aliongside exist-
ing railways. Like many other things, that
is much easier said than done.

Hon. J. J. Holmes: It is quite easy.
Hotn. R H. H. HALL: I have a great

respect for the various activities of the hon.
member in this, his native State. He has
made his way here, and it is a pity we have
not a few more men like IMP. S. J. Holmes,
-with all his imperfections. Last night the
bon. member said that six yeavs ago he
had told this Chamber what was eo-m-
ing. I myself consulted three professors
in an endeavour to learn what was respon-
sible for our economic trouble. M-. Holmes,
it seems, could have told me, and his advice
would not have cost me anything' But Mr.
Holmes is short of a gallop; that's what'r
wrong with him. He said he had told uts
six years ago. But we want something
niore than telling; we want action.

Hon. J. J. Holmes: Well, I told you what
was to he done now.

Hon. E. H. H. HALL: Yes, but if a man
of Mr. Holmes' weight would but throw his
weight into the job, he would attract a big
following and m-ight even hold up the Gov-
ernment of this State. I san not cure of
the constitutional rights of this House, bat
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T said to -Mr. Seddon when he 'vas bewail- lieves that the future of the industry depends
ing- the trend of affairs the other week, that
if those members who have been in the
Chamber so many years had decided views
onl the question-I am satisfied they havo
(lone their duty in pointing out the MIS-
takes of those in another place- -if they
were sure of their ground, why had they'
not acted and held up the Government?

Hon. J1. J1. Holmes: Did not we attempt
to hold up the Appropriation Bill, and did
we not miss by only one vote?

Holl. E. H. It. lULL: That was last ses-
sion, and there was a nigger in the wood-
pile there.

Hon. J1. J. Holmes: You know that some-
body slipped on it.

Honl. E. H. H. HALL: It was not I.
When we were on the Financial Agree-
mnent I was a promising young fellow with
Mr. Holmes, who said to me, "Glood on
you, Hall." I said that no matter what I
was told, I was not going to support the
Financial Agreement if it was unfair to my
State. 'Mr. Holmes told US last Session
about the Royal Comm ission on group set-
tiements. But what did that Commission
do? They condemned the groups. [ want
to ask the Government has any considera-
ition been4 given to the recommendations-
made by the Development and Migratioi
Commission, and whether, if the late Gov-
ernment gave no consideration to the ques-
tion, will the present Government endeavour
to have those recommendations put into
effect.

Hon. J. J. Holmes: What about the 3,000
f armas?

Hon E. H. U. HALL: Well, what about
them? Whether it was 3,000 or 300 farms,
a lot more money might have been spent
on them but for that Commission. The
next question I come to is that of min-
ing. Here again we have the benefit of
this Commission's report, dealing with our
own State. In this report they say-

The Commission emphasises the value of
gold mining to the community as an avenue
for employment and development. The wages
paid directly represent from 50 per cent, to
60 per cent, of the costs of production, and
indirectly a great proportion of the remain-
der. Increased costs, due to a considerable
extent to the static price of gold in relation
to the higher price level of the world, have
made it necessary to mine ores of higher
grade than fornmerly. Thme Commission be-

more on the utilisation of larger tonnages
of lower grade ores, the mining of which be-
comes possible only if the costs of production
are materially reduced to counter-balance the
lower value of gold under present world con-
ditions. There is a consensus of expert
opinion indicating that the gold deposits of
the Commonwealth are neither exhausted nor
as yet fully explored. Appended to the re-
port are statements from the State geological
departments indicating that large tonnages
of golden ores are already known to exist,
and that the prospects of discovering new
deposits are certainly not negligible. Facts
and opinions supplied by the State experts,
shown in the appendices to the report, are
distinctly encouraging, and, in some eases,
striking. A striking graph is included in the
report to show that, while the price of gold
has remained stationary, the index figure for
the cost of living has risen considerably.

Hon. J1. J. Holmes: What are you going
to do about that?

Hon. E. H. H. HAL L: That is a very
pertinent question. I desire to direct the
attention of the Government to the 28ths
report of the Development and 'Migration
CommisSion on Gold Mining, and to urge

that consideration be given to the recoin-
muendfltion., contained in thnt report. Also
T ask thot conideratioii be given to an at-tic>v
by the ex-State Mining Engineer, 11r. Mont-
gonery, which was published in the "WeAt
Australianl" of the 10th January last, sugq-
gc-ting alterations to the Mining Develop-
mnt Act. [f Mr. Montgomery, w .oi was i
the public service for so long and who mudL
possess a very close knowledge of the sub-
ject, can see his way clear to point to the
desirability of effecting amendments to the
Act, it is up to any Government with the
welfare of the industry at heart to seri-
ously conrsider giving effect to 3Mr. Mont-
gomery's recommendations.

Hon. J. J. Holmes: What are you going
to do if the Government do not see fit to
give effect to your views?

Hon. E. H. H. HALL: I wonder if the
lion, member is really seeking information
or whether his question is due merely to idle
curiosity. In the words of the prophet, I
advise him to wait and see. The hon. mem-
ber last night lost his temper with a very
old member, and if he is not careful, pre-
sently I shall have to lose my temper with
him. The Government comprise so many
Ministers and they have so many things to
attend to that this report may have Pscaped
their notice.
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Hon. E. H. Harris: It is a wonder Mr.
Montgomery did not make -those recommen-
dations when lie was a Government ofaal.

Hion. E. H. H. HALL: All 1 can say is
that when an officer in the set-vice makes
recommendations, it is a totally different
thing from making recommendations after
lie is out of the service. Mr. Montgomery
insy be able satisfactorily -to explain that to
the hon. member, and I1 will endeavour to
get into touch with him and find out why be
did not mlake those recommendations while
lie was still in the service. But certainly,
with his knowlcdge of the mining industry,
Mr. M1ontgomery's views on the question of
amuending the Act must be very sound. His
suggestions were published (quite recently,
only in January last, and if the late 0 overn-
mteat did not give consideration to them I
ask the present Minister to mnake a note of
it and see whether effect cannot be given to
those recommendations. Now we come to
the department on which it is said we are
losing £C1,000 a day. Last year this House
and another place agreed to a recomtmenda-
tion for the ic-engagement of the Cominis-
sioner of Railways. I have long thought
that our existing systeni is wrong". We
liesY £2,000 per ananun to the Coin-
missioner to run11 the railways. A~ pt
hlit in1 thr po',itioli, and it does no,
matter whether he is a good man or an in-
different man, he is not allowed to draw on
his own initiative, but is hedged around with
Arbitration Courts and unions, and last but
not least, I daresay since Cabinet appoints
himt, Cabinet does not hesitate to instruct
him. Suppose the Commissioner wants to
cut out one of' the few trains running to
None Such. The member for None Such
gets busy. An indignation meeting is held
in None Such, and the electors tell their
member lie miust get that train restored.
Thereupon hie goes to the Government and
the Governmient-actually I do not know of
my own knowledge how these things are
done-probably takes some satisfactory ac-
tion. In my view the railways should be
run as a business concern free from political
interference. Why do we not give the Com-
mnissioner of iftailways a free hand?9 I am
not alone in this idea, for on the 9th Feb-
ruary last this was published in the 'rWest
Australian l-

SydneyI Feb. 9.-The need for placing rail-
ways on a proper basis of eapitalisation and
giving the commissioners fall power to con-
duet the services as business undartakings

Was conksideredI at recent mneetings of the Loan
Council and at the last Premiers' Confer-

ence. The matter was .lfiscossed yesterdaty
by the ;State Treasurer (Mr. Stevens), when
replying to a deputation of Katoomba resi-
dents who urged the electrification of the
western line. 'Mr. Stevens admitted that the
scheme provided that the commissioners
should insure their own stock an~d borrow on
the markets of the world. Un~til that was
doae, hie added, Governicnts would find it
difficult to finance their railways. Tnt Canada
it bad been done. Sir Henry Thornton was
given complete autonomy, with the result that
Canadian railways to-day paid a higher divi-
dend in proportion to capita! than any other
systeml In time world.

If we want to make our railways pay, then
in the name of all that is sensible let us give
the Commissioner complete charge, and let
him run them as a business undertaking.

Hion. G. Fraser: And immediately we
would. find M-r. Hall goinig adlng t thle
Minister for sonic concession.

Ron. E. H. H. HALL. The hon. member
is out of order in suggesting such a thing.
Although I represent the hest Province in
the State I have never yet gone to the Com-
missioner for anything for that Province.

Hon. C0. Fraser: I said the Minister.
Hon. E. H. H. HALL: Nor the Minister

either. Unless the Commissioner is given a
free. h-and, his position should be abolished
and the department run, the same as any
other department, by a secretary. In the
Railaas we have the Commissioner and a
secretary also, but why we should continue
to have both I cannot understand.

Hon. J. J. Holmes: How are you going
to alter that?

Hon, E. H. H. HALL:. As I quoted just
now, there is the example of Canada. Let
tbe Governmient find out how the railways
are i-un in Canada. It is wonderful what
Canada can devise.

Hon. H. Seddon: As for instance, the
seles tax.

Hon. E. H. H. HALL: That has nothing
to do -with the case. Another thing I cannot
understand about our railways is why we
should have a separate department dealing
with the construction of lines. About eight
months ago, between Wiluna, and Nannine,
I saw from 30 to 50 beautiful draught homses
being, fed on oats, and chaff. On inquiry I
found they belonged to the railway construc-
tion branch of the Public Works Depart-
ient. T was informed that the Works Depart-

ment had built the line and -were r-unning it,
and would continue to do so for a consider-
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able time. It was only last week that I learnt district allowances, because I wa: a civil
of an agitation in the agricultural districts
that the Works Department zhould hand
over the line, whichl was in a fit condition
for traffic, to the Railway Department.
Why the Works Department should come
into the matter, I cannot understand. If
we had never departed from the golden
rule of constructing big public works by
contract, this sort of thing would not oc-
cur. It is one of the things that I regard
as being largely responsible for the presanz.
unsatisfactory position of the railways. Let
me refer to the question of rationing work
on the railways. Everyone who has eyes
should be able to appreciate it. Yet we
have men who have been educated in our
schools refusing their help to cope with the
conditions with which we are faced. Hell;,
is a Press report dated the 17th August on
the rationing Of railway work in New South
Wales-

Without the rationing of work in the New
South Wales railways, the Commissioners
would be justified in dismissing 5,000 nmen
forthwvith, the Chief Commissioner (MIf.
Cleary) said to-day' "'So far we hare held
the fort against those people who think we
should not ration." he stated, ''and 1 feel
tor much intepo~itlon of a man who hasi

Cleary, explained that the surplus of the staffs
of engine drivers, firemen and elelners, was
600 men. le had had to point out to them
that if dismissals were to he avoided there
must ho greater rationing than now existing.
"iTn the last two months ive have paid out
in salaries and wages and for things we hart,
bought, a total of £100,000 a week more than
we have taken from the public,"' he added.

Yet men are so misguided that they object
to sharing the work available. In Mel-
bourne and Bendigo also, men objected t(.
the rationing of work.

Hon. J. J. Holmes: And here, too.
IHon. F. H. H. HALTL: Yes. I have reevivea

at least 20 letters from railway employees,
officers included, requesting me, as a meal-
ber of Parliament. to make Oo n[ a dep-
tation to the Premier to protest against
reverting to the 48-hour week. What ter-
rible tyrants to ask men to work 48 hours
a week! It is depressing to receive such
rerauests.

H-on. E. HI. Gray: What about the dis-
trict allowvances?

Hon. E. H1. 11. HALL: I am grateful that
the hon. member has reminded me of them.
T can speak feelingly on the question of

servant stationed in Geraldton for 15 years.
and did not receive one penny above the
Perth rate. Nowadays, every' civil servant
outside the metropolitan area gets a district
allowance. But there is a subtle influence
always operating in favour of the people of
the metropolitan area. At various times I
was stationed at Mfullewa, MNeekatharra,
Wiluam, Mt. Sir Samuel and Laverton, and
while I was on the goldfields I received my
allowance. Apart entirely from the ques-
tion of the cost of living, if it be possible
for the Government to grant district allow-
ances, I think efforts should be made to do
so. Regarding the railway employees whoe
approached me on the question of the
48-hour week, I replied to those who reside
iii my province.

Hon. W. T. Glasheen: But some of them.
live mote cheaply in the country than in
the city.

Hon. E. H. H. HALL: Yes; hut how
on earth that is possible, I do not know.
The hon. member is obviously in agreement
with the Arbitration Court, which fixed the
basic wage for the country at £4 59s. a week
and for the city at £4 Gs. I cannot lotider-
stand how the Court arrived at that deci-
sion. Sonic people in the country may live
more cheaply than in the city.

Hou. W. 'T. Glasheen: Sonic of 'themn
live in tents.

Hon. E. H. H. HALL: I do not know
whether the hon. member has ever lived in
the city, but I could prove to his satisfac-
tion that it is much cheaper to live there
than in any country town in the State.

Hon. W. T. Glaqheen: Generally, I agree

that it is so.
Hon. JI. J1. Holmes interjected.
Hon. E. H. H. HALL: That is a bit of

the hon. member's cheap humnour, but be is
not going to make me cross, as Sir Edward
Wittenoom did him. Before leaving the
question of the unsatisfactory financial posi-
tion of the railways, let mec refer to the
detrimental effect caused by the thousands
of acres of unproductive land adjacent to
the system. Travelling down the Wongan
line, I have inquired who owned certain land
and taken steps to ascertain why it was not
being put to use. The late Government
secured the passage of a Closer Settlement
Bll, but made little, if any, attempt to deal
with this important question.
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flon. J. J. Holmes: They did not resume
one acre.

Hon. E. H. H. HALL: The Collier Gov-
erment would have been only too ready to
complain about this Chamber if the measure
hlad not been passed. We passed it, and yet
,the Labour Government took no action to
put it into operation. I hope the present
Gov-ernment will consider this matter, be-
cause it would help to overcome the present
heavy loss sustained by the railways. In
travelling over the railways, one is as-
tounded at the great areas of land adjacent
to the lines still in a state of nature.

Hon. H. Stewart: Where will the present
(tovernment get the money to repurchase
estates 9

Hon. E. H. H. HALT,: It wilt not be
necessary to repurchase. Holders of condi-
tional purchase land adjacent to railways
should be compelled to fulfil the conditions.
I an. quite safe in saying that they
are not fulfilling the conditions.
have a ease in mind. A an camne here
from South Australia and sought a block
next to one occupied by his father. A re-
port was submitted months agoa alleging the
non-fulfilment of conditions, and.I have been
waiting since the 14th of this month for the
inspector's report as to whether the com-
plaint was justified. The inspector's report
has not yet been received. This indicates
the delay that takes place in enforcing the
conditions of the Land Act. Let me also
direct attention to the absurd policy of
spending huge sums of public money to
build roads parallel with railway lines,
thereby enablinig motors to compete succes-
fully for traffi that the railways should
enjoy. Country Party Ministers have
had this matter brought forcibly under
their notice, and I hope that action will be
taken, even at this late stage, to renmedy such
a suicidal policy.

Hon. W. T. Glasheen: Motor traffic could
not successfully compete with the railways
if your suggestions wvere carried out.

Hon. E. H. H. HALL: I am grateful for
the lion, member's compliment. We are not
justified in spending money on roads to cre-
ate competition with the railways. I was a
member of the Geraldton Municipal Council
when the main roads proposals were first
discussed and, if my memory sen-es me
aright, it was distinctly laid down that no
main road should he constructed parallel
with a railway.

Hon. H. Stewart: That was a Federal
condition, and the States worried the Fedl-
eral authorities until they agreed to alter it.

Bon. E. H. H. HALL: It was intended
that the roads should be constructed as
feeders to the railways, to give producers
decent access to the system and enable the
produce of the country to be expeditiously
transported. Yet the very people who should
have been alive to the danger were respon-
sible for the error. "Stead's Review" for
April, 1.92S, contained the following refer-
ence to "Railway v. Road Transport":-

The struggle between the fonu- great British
railway groups and the powerful road trans-
port interests is about to reach its height in a
Parliamentary contest, in which the railway
Companies are seeking full powers to rut' road
services. That motor transport has made
serious inroads into railway business is only
plain fact. The issue lbetwee,, the two lits; now
readied the ''all-out'' stage, in which argu-
ments are woed that the )aist Manil Cannot po0s-
ail accept. One Cannot help recalling the
rivalry of railways and canals a century' ago,
which was settled at the expense of the public.
by the defeat of the canals. To-day the case
is vastly different. It is decidedly not in the
public interest that road competition should
Cause higher railway freights and fares, since
we cannot dispense, with railways, and the in-
evitably higher c~lai-gcs in prospect would be
a still further blow to the heavily hit industries
now struggling to survive.

Et is imposasible to escape the conclusion that
the railways should not be denied the facilities
newr freely given to ro:.d transport Companies.
Not only- do the railway- companies sneed the
powe-rs they ask to connect their innumerable
terminal and country stations with outlying
districts not served by rail, but it sents only
fair to grant themt facilities to safeguard their
enormous invested capital by fighting in the
open a new competitor, who caters the field
with many undeserved advantages.-

The technique of modern transportantion is
changing so rapidly that it would surely he a
capital mistake on the part of Parliament to
traMMel its natural development in the publio
interest. To give the railways the powers they
ask is not to close the door to their future coi-
trol. Parliament can intervene when it likes.
B~ut to give the mo tor transcport companies all
they ask is only to hand ever the public to
another selfish monopoly.

That was published two years .sgo. Fore-
warned should have been forearmed. The
o3fficials in charge of affairs in this Sta&3
had ample warning of the danger and should
have guarded against it accordingly. I
am not forgetting that in the Old Country
the railways are owned by 'private corn-
panys, whereas here they belong to the
people. Whenever in years past our
national debt was spoken of, people used
to say our railways were our big national
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asset. I wvish to refer to a matter about
which we have cause to feel vecry gratified,
namely, the way in which our wheat pro-
duction has increased. Duringr the year
1913-14 our wheat area under crop was
1,097,193 acres, and the yield was
13,331,350 bushels, a State-wide average of
12.2 bushels. Last season the area under
cultivation was 3,568,000 acres, the yield
39,081,000 bushels, and the Slate-wide aver-
age 10.95. Every Minister I have followed
in the last few years has referred with pride
to the strides wve were making in our wheat
production. What he was thinking about
was not the strides we were making in
wheat production, but our progress in bring-
ing additional area" of land uinder cultiva-
tion. The time has now arrived when more
attention should be turned, as; I feel it will
be by the present Ministry, and our p~rc-
sent very prac-tical Minister frr Agricul-
ture, in centralising all possible efforts upon
an increase in the yield per acre. That is
one direction in which we shall be assisted
out of our difficulties. We must increase
the yield per acre. The Agricultural Bank
has done good work. That is generally ad-
mitted. As it is run by human beings, howv-
ever, it has made mistakes. It was a big,
mistake to continue to assist clients who
were not living up to their responsibilities
when both prices and seasons we re good-
In times like the present the head officialg

of the bank have become a little tired of
the manner in which they have been treated
by many of their clients, in just the same
way as the people who have been lending,
us money have become tired of the way
in which we halve treated them. It is a
natural corollary. People who !lave lent us
money say, "We must shut down upon thnse
br-o wars and make them pay their way."
Mr. 'McLarty, too, says he has had enough
of those people who pay everyone else but.
never repay the hank. I had occasion tO
see him this afternoon about a particular
property that was in the hands of a set-
tler. I was informed that the owner of
the property- had owed the bank money for
many years, but had recently acquired an
expetiqvO motor car- I cannot plead for
consideration for such people. Business
must be conducted in a businesslike manner
and the clients of the bank mnust live up
to their obligations. We bear a lot about
moneylenders. They are called miserable

men who grind out interest from the peo-
ple. Those of us who have been fortunate
enough, or silly enough, to lend money have
had experiences of our own. Those who
are crying out about the moneylenders
should pause before they speak. It is at
pity the people in the Old Coun-try have
gone on lending us money. That is wha~t
some of my friends say to me.

Hon. G. W. Miles: It is our own fault
that the interest rate has gone up.

Hon. E. H. H. RALL: Some of my
friends )lave said to me, "It is a pity you
ever lent us any money." What non-
sense it is to talkt in this way against
the money-lender. It is, however,
not worth wvhile getting cross about it.
iMr. Collier said, "Why is it, when
everything is in a bad way, that mqmney is
tight and hard to get?9" He was the Heaven
sent Treasurer in charge of the finances of
the State. Mr. Lovekin said-

It could not be expected that the Labour
Party, supported by practically half the
House, would personally forsake its princi-
pins, and then subject itself to ignomy. My
contention has been that Mr. Collier should
be asked to carry oil and that he should ad-
just [its Cabyinet to give representation to all
parties.

I hope Mr. Lovekin is sure of his ground
in regard to secession. How could Mr. Col-
lier carry on without the permission of the
people? And yet he wonders why money
is dear- When everything else is cheap,
money remains dear. A man who has had
his experience must know the reason. His
own common sense must tell him. If there
was not so much talk by certain people of
repudiation, others might have a little More
confidence in us. When there is talk of
repudiating debts which have been incur-
red by Governments with their eyes open,
is it any wonder people become nervous?

1-Ion. JI. J. Holmes: And put up the rate
of interest.

Hon. E. 11. H. 11ALL: Yes. We have
made thiN mistake. We werc like the mn.,
who is trying to get rioh quickly. We havoa
urged all sorts and conditions of people to
go on the land. It has been thought that
any fool can farm laud, hut we have paid
dearly for that belief. All kinds of people
were assisted by' the Government to take
up land, but greater care should hove beeri
taken to see that they were fitted to make
their liv-ing there. It is wrong at a time
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like this to talk of putting men off their
blocks. Of course I would have no mercy
upon those who may have been dishonest,
but in die case of the man who has failed
because of circumstances over which he has
no control, I hope the Government will be
lenient and deal mercifully with him. Every
case should be handled on its inerits, an4
worthy settlers should not be forced off their
blocks. I know of a, case in my district in
which a returned soldier had to abandon his
holding. This is now lying idle, a breeding
ground for vermin, both animal and vege-
table. It is doing no good to anyone. I
hope every consideration will bie given he-
fore a settler is forced to leave his hold-
ing. The cost of obtaining bank credit i3,
a. matter deserving of much thoaught. I feel
smn4 it will recive consideration at the
hands of the Government. It should not be
too much to expect that the Government
would provide primary producers with loan
money for legitimate use at rates much
lower than those now prevailing. I may
perhaps illustrate a point I have to make
about the land tax by quoting my own ex-
perience. I wished to do something for my
son who will follow me. I raised on my life
insurance policy about £1,500, which T put
into the land. Before I had been able to
collect one penny' piece from this sheet) prTO-
position I had to pay no less than £C200 it,
taxation, in rates, land tax and vermin tax.
It is wrong to treat men in this fashion wheo
they have been told that, in order to de-
velop the State, they must take uip land-
I did not engage in this venture from a1
philanthropic point of view; I did so be-
cause I regarded it as at safe and sound
investment. I did not expect to make a
fortune hut I thought some consideration
would he extended to me. Had I started
a business in Perth I would have had only
one tax to pay.

Hon. E. H. Gray: You would have lost
the lot.

Hon. E. H. H. HALL: It seems to meI
have already lost the lot. I do not know
whether the Government can see their way
to abolish the land tax altogether, but
I do think consideration should be given
to the people on the land. I am, of course,
referring to land that is used for agricul-
tural purposes. To shoot a man with both
barrels, and to make him pay land tax
whether he is making any profit or nol, and

a tax upon the income lie gets, is unjust. T
wish to draw attention to an article pubm-
lished in the "West Australian"' on 1.8th
February because it has to do with the ques-
tion of finance. It deals with farmers' in-
sturance, and is written by Harold Burston.

Hon. Sir William Lathlain: A vefl- ahle
wr-iter.

Ron. E. H. H. HALL: Yes. The writer
quotes from remarks made by Sir Arthur
Duckham, and proceeds-

Insurance cover against drought risks is
not a new idea. A scheme operated for some
years in the prairie States of America; owing
to unsoundness it collapsed ia 13M, but it has
since been revived on a restricted scale. Tn
Australia, the possibilities have hitherto been
considered only in a general way, and no
scheme has been formulated that hast fully
reviewed methods of compensating drought-
strilten producers, the probable funds re-
quired for adequate relief, and how the
money may be obtained. Sir Arthur Duck-
hamt's comments have revived interest in the
problem, but the proposal is still generally
regarded as impracticable, especially by in-
surance men, although no effort has been made
to plan an exhaustive investigation, or to ob-
tain evidence which would permit a well-
informed opinion of the possibilities. The
scope of an effective scheme would be sot ex-
tensive, and conditions so varying, that un-
derwr~iters contend that only a national sys-
tern is practicable. Their point of view may
be readily appreciated. The hugep financial
losses caused by severe droughts would ap-
pear liable to exhaust the funds of the most
powerful orgainisation called upon to meet
them. But drought risks are not tbe extreme
hazards that they formerly were. Extensive
development of primary industries in all
States has given a wider spread to risks, im-
proved water and transport facilities have
iininmsed losses, and research and better
farming methods, combined with more syi-
pathetic financing, have curtailed the num-
her of complete failures. There is still wide
scope for improvements ii, planning natural
amd artificial defence against droughts, and
the provision of these additional protections
must be considered in relationship to the de-
velopment of any proposed scheme of finan-
cial compensation by ileans of an insurance
fund.

The article I have just read is worthy of
serious consideration. I do not say that at
the present moment anything in the direc-
tion suggested can be done, because we are
told there is no money available for any-
thing, but I do think the present Ministry
.should give attention to the scheme out-
lined. As sure as the Fun rises to-niorrow,
if we should he unfortunate enough within
the next year or so to go through what
some of the Eastern States have goaeP
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through, without having made any preparxt-
tion to meet it, we shall if possible be worse
off then than we are nlow. We are very
prop~erly told not to bie pessimi~tie. On
Decemjber 7th, 1928, a leading article ap-
pear-ed in the "West Australian" header]
"Mr. MeCalluni's optimnismi." Amonr,4
other thing-s, it said-

Tt is to say the least of it inspiring to
hoar v, Miuiqter of the Crown thusn indulging
in the language of hope, especially when, as
in this case, there is warrant for such indul-
gence. 'Who could over have dreamied 20
years ago that wheat would he succesqfull~y
grown as; far east as Southern Cross.

Sitting sspended from 6.15 to 7.80 p.m.

Hon. E. H. Hf. HALL: I shall now quote
an extract from a speech made by Mr. Ales.
Mecalluin, reported in the "West Austra-
lian" of the 7th December, 192-

Where, in the past, gold miming had been
exclusively carried on there were hundreds of
Diles9 of fencing and a forest of windmills,
dielicensed houses had been turned into home-
steads. schools built, and even the totalisators
of the disused racecourses into shearers' quar-
ters; where there was desolation and absolute
abandonment there is now nothing but pro-
greq- and prosperity.

The "West Australian" commented-
These words of the Minister are literally

true, the facts he states furnishing one of
the most picturesque chapters in the romance
of settlement in this country. Though in
greatest measure the State owes its good for-
tunle to a favourable climate, to the un-
dreamed of fertility of much of our soil and
to the enterprise of its settlers, much credit
is due to that courage tempered by caution,
which has clharacterised, it mnight almnost he
said, every admin ist ration which has direc-ted
the country's affairs since the grant of R~e-
spoIusible Government, and courage temperedl
by caution was uever at a higher preuhhinl
thani it is to-day.

Hon. H. Stewart. That was in 1928?
Hlon. E. H. H. HALL: Yes.
lon. H. Stewart: How we have fallen!

lion. E. H. H. HALL: M1r. Holmes re-
mnarked on the unconstitutional action of the
late Government in granting certain Govern-
mnent employees the 44-hour week and long-
service leave. The question which Mr.
Iloline, a-sked on that point seemed to ma
inn-st pertinent. I thought there was only
one answer to it, but I have since learnt that
Mr. Houlmes was not altogether correct in his
preinih~e'. The hoin. mnember wanted to know
xxhjv. if' the late (loverninerit could g-rant the

44-hour week and long-service leave without
reference to the Arbib-ation Court, the pre-
sent Government could not, equally without
approaching the Arbitration Court, restore
the 48-hour week. Mr. Holmes probably
knows but has forgotten that under the in-
dustviat lawsi of this country an agreement,
having been arrived at between employers
and ezuj'loyees, c-an be referred by them
jointly to the Ar~bitration Couirt for regis-
tration, oi- for being made a common rule.
l submit, however, that our industrial arbi-
tration laws never for a moment contem-
plated the granting by a Government of such
concessions uis were in fact granted by the
Labour Government to State employees who
were admittedly strong supporters of the
Ministry in power.

Hon. Sir William Lathlaini: On the eve
of a general election,

Hon. E. H, H9. HALL: Yes. T regard
that as one of the most unsavoury and most
unsatisfactory phases of the late Govern-
ment's tenure of office. Howvever, I wish to
make it clear to Mr. Holmes and to others
of his way of thinking, that it is compulsory
to approach the court in order to have the
hours, of work altered, seeing that the agree-
ment has been registered by the court and
has become a common rule. In the circum-
stances its terms cannot be altered without
the sanction of the court. Some of the re-
marks mnade last night by MyI. Holmes fitted
mn exactly with what I tried to express when
I was a much more immature member of
Parliament than 1 sin now. I then said that
I considered therie were too many members
of Parliament. Strangely enough Mr.
Holmes, in the light of a Parliamentary ex-
perience extending over a quarter of a cen-
tury, now says exactly the same thing. I
quote a telegram from -Melbourne published
in the "West Australian" of the 7th in-
stot-

Criticising the Ministry for having failed
to introduce economiesi while imposing addi-
tional taxation on the people, Mir. Mac~ar-
lane, the 'Nationalist member for Brighton,
suggested in the Legislative Assembly to-
night that tbere should be a reduction in the
number of members of both Houses and a re-
duction in the salaries of members and minis-
ters. In the Past 23 years, he said, there had
been a vast extension of Federal legislative
activity, so that the legislative field of the
State Parliament had been cut down very con-
siderably. Economy on the lines indicated
would show that Parliament was at least will-
ing to share in the burdens of the people.
Mr. Macfarlauc's siuggestions were not re-
ceived favouirably by ILabour members.



[27 AUGUST, 1930.]18

This goes to show that men of an experience
comparable to Mr. Holmes's are beginning
to realise that Australia can get along with
fewer members of Parliament. My own
view is that Western Australia would he ad-
ministered better, as well as more economi-
cally, if this House and another place had
only hialf their present numbers. Further,
if we have to do wvith only one House in
these times of supposed enlightenment, when
every man and every woman 21 years of age
and outside a gaol or lunatic asylum has a
voice in the choosing of legislators, this
Chamber should be the one to govern the
country. I agree with the present Minister
for Defence, who bounced up and
down the stage of the Geraidtoa town
ball and s-aid, "The mnail who pays
the piper has the right to call the tune."
Mr. Holmes said practically the same thing
last night; and 1, notwithstanding my im-
maturity in point of experience, say it to-
night. If there is one House that should
have, the right to dictate this countr' s policy,
it is the Legislative Council, through which
those wvho pay the piper should have the right
to call the tune. The "West Australian" of
the 23rd instant published a highly inter-
esting article on Hong Kong, from the pen
of Mr. Frederick Stubbs, F.R.G.S. I am a
loyal, flli Vc born West Austi-alian; but if
1 had £1,500 to invest I would seriously
think of goinig to Hong Kong to invest it.

.in his aerticle Mr. Stubbs says-
When one thinks of the hiumble beginnings

of this great city, with its million inhabitants,
its busy port, its vast commerce, its splendid
roads and residences; its stores, banks, clubs,
one is proud to think of what one's fellow
countryiuni have ae-omplisherl. Whien in,
1841 Hong Kong was ceded to Britain, it was
a barren island inhabited by a few thousand
fisliermen, smugglers, and pirates. Few
thought that it could ever be of any uio to
England, and writers condemned its acquisi-
tion. Within twelve months of the British oc-
cupation the population had increased four-
fold. Iu 1905 it stood at the heed of the
ports of the world for the magnitude of its
shipping, surpassing, it is stated, even London
and New York, and still remains one of the
wvorld's busiest ports. One reason f or its
rapid growth is the security it offers to Chinese
merchants tvho flock to it from the mainland.
In 1918 a million Chinese entered the city.
The benefits confe-rred upon the Chinese ativ
are as great as those that accrue to our own.
It is they that chiefly occupy the city, the
British formning but a very small lportion of
the population. They do most of the trade,
and own most of the wealth. The British keep
the peace. For it is a Ciownm colony, governed
-and well governed-from London through a

Governor and council. There is no municipal
council, everything is administered efficiently
and economically by the Governor-in-Council
--police, water, roads, sanitation; no exp,%n-
sire Houses of Parliament, few costly public
offices, no suspicion of graft. Lucky people!

lRon. GI. Fraser: No politicians there?

1bit. E. H. H. HALL: No. That is
Just what I have said. What is the sense of
that interjection? It is to the credit of the
late Government that they were the first
(iovernnment in this State to try to put ties-
pital finance on a proper footing. Let it
also be said to their credit that they estab-
lished the Pardelup prison farm. With
regard to the cost of maintaining the Old
Alden's Home, while I have no desire to
push the inmates out into the wilds, I would
point out that if the home were located in
the country, many of the old men would be
able to do a little gardening and so
* rovide vegetables and other requi-renents

of the institution, thus helping to keep
down the cost well below what it is at pre-
.sent. T have heard the Minister for Health
say that lie intends to bring down a measure
which will provide for hospital finance.. I
hope the Bill will be introduced during the
present session. On the subject of the
ster-ilisation of the unfit I desire to bring-
iader the notice of the House an extract
from the "Scientific American" of JIanuary,
I q28-

Tho Snpreme Court of the United States
has been called upon to pass ont a case result-
ing from the Virginia sterilization law. Under
that law, a sterilization operation was per-
formed on all IS-year old, feeble-minded
wroman, who was the dlaughter of a feeble-
minded mother and the mother of a feeble-
minded child. The Virginia law permits the
superintendent of the state colony for ep1M-
o ptics and feeble-minded to cause operation
to be made when it is his opinion that it

beu~l x for the best interestq of so*ietv,
but only after complying with numnerouls safe-
guard provisions.

In its decision, the highest Virginia court
pointed out a fact which everyone could see,
were it not for the intervention of sentiment;
namelyv, that since the state nay in case of
need (wrar, riot, eteetertfl call onl the belit
citizenls for their lives, it would be strange if'
it could not also call for this lesser sacrifice.
''Three generations of imbecilesaore enough,''
says the Virginia Court, and the United
States Supreme Court upholds that sentiment.

I r]o not say that it is necessary to ceeale
an expensive department to give effect to
the proposal. In my opinion that phase
was largely responsible for the defeat of
the neasure inti-oduced hby the Labour (xot-
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eminent. At the same time, 1 think we
Lhould see to it that people of this type are
not allowed to add to our population. Some-
thing was said last night about Collie coat.
I do not want to be offensive, bat there are
tome members of the House who know a
lot more about Collie coal than I do. Dur-
ing the last session of Parliament, notwith-
st..ndiug that a Laboutr (luvtrrmuent were in
power, negotiations were carried on for
%offie time between the Collie miners and the
Collie mineowners on one hand and the
State Government on the other hand. What
ior ,The object of the negotiations was
to see if the State Government could not
s.ign once more the thre-year agreement
for the use of Collie coal on our railways.
I have been informed on good authority
that the cost of running our railways has
been added to by many thousands of pounds
per annum. to honour the agreement entered
into last year. When the coal question was
being dealt with last night, Mr. Hamerstey
interjected to Mfr. Holmes, "Would you give
the coal orders to New South Wales?" We
must face the facts regarding what -we get
linlass we receive the -whole-hearted co-
operation of every man and woman in this
State, we will pay dearly for our neglect.
We have to face the trials of the present.
It has been said that adversity makes
strange bed-fellows. There is an unholy
Plliance--I quite understand what I am say-
ing-between the Collie coal companies and
the Collie miners, who have combined to
extract from the primary producers, who
live under hard conditions, an unfair toll
in support. of the Collie coal industry and
the use of coal which is necessary to keep
the railways going. Tn the Trwin River dis-
trict we b are a eoal deposit worthy of the2
cnrclful consideration of the Government.
In the "Qeraldton Guardian and Express"
of 23rd December, 1929, Professor David
was quoted as follows:-

Thmt i- wns v high 1 iercentagc of ash in the
coal tp~tedl fromi thp Trwin ieldbt it must
Ihe Ione in inind that exp~erience in connecetioii
with Greta. nicasmires hadl tauehit that they were,
high in ash contenit in one place bnt at a is-
tani of :a few nilleMA the quaqlityv would he
greatly improved.

Our own geologist at that time, Mr. Gihh
Mfaitlaind, also reported favourably on the
coal scanm- at Irwin. and when discussing
the question with 'Mr. Bridges, of ifinge-
new, Professor Woolnough said he would
not bore at all, hut would just sink shafts
and- get the coal, which he was quite sure

was there. But that field has not been ex-
ploited, because there is a private raliwey
company operating in the area.

lion. H. Stewart: Why does not the corn-
panv sail in and make siome mtney?

Hoit. E. Ht. H., HALL: The company
sho aid do so. The development of that
part ot the Central lProvince is being held
uip because a land grant for a railway wes
given to a private company. The interests
of no portion of the State should be held
up because 4 private railway happens to
run through it. If the Irwin coal field were
opened up, the people at Collie might be
made to see a little reason. Let me deal
with other phases. I read a statement it,
the "West Australian" that indicated that
the Dental Hospital was hanging out the
S.O.S. for more Glovernment assistance. I
will not read the article that appeared in the
paper under the headings "Dental Hospital.
Effect of Unemployment. Application for
Free Treatment." This is for the poor pee.
pie of the metropolitan area whn have the
toothache! The Government provide money
for them. W hat happens when the primary
producer, his wife or his children, who are
sick and tired of being told that they repre-
sent the backbone of the country, happenn
suffer from toothache?

H1on. 1-i. Stewart: They get the teeth
out.

Hon, E. H. H. HALL: It is high time
that we realsed, in these days of financial
depression, that we are giving tot, much to
people who should he made to do for them-
selves. A, little self-help is nee-ded, and
things arc done for the people in the met-
ropolitan area, while the people in the out-
back centres; get along as best they can. I
that sort at thing warranted in these times?
Ploor Ben Strange passed over the Great
IDivide the other day, and that reminds urn
of a cartoon that appeared in the "West-
ern Mall" a little while ago, in which waz
depicted a poor chap floundering about in
a pool. An aristocratic-looking individual
was shown on the bank, and at the foot of
the cartoon were the words, "Get on the
Land, Young 'Man." We must laugh A
all these things; it is useless for us to cry.
For too lon- the people of the metropolitan
area have been p-tmpered by being pro-
vided with free this, and free that. Re-
cently there was an appeal on behalf of
the Kindergarten, and the lady in charge
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said that unless the people of Perth sup-
ported the Kindergarten, she did not know
what would become of our boys and girls
who would be our citizens of the future.
Mention of boys and girls brings me to the
safbject of education. I have had it on
good authority that the es-Minister for
Education, Air. Drew, was a Jolly careful
and jcap~bblc administrator. While many
faults may be found with our system of
education, I recognise that in the es-Three-
tor of Education, Dr. Cecil Andrews, and
in the present Director, Mir. Wallace Olabb,
and his officers, we havc men who realise
what was, and is, the big job in front of
them. Mr. Clnbb and his staff are con-
tinually hammering home the fact that wvs
should strive for the development of char-
acter in our boys and girls. Notwithstand-
ing that, I find that Professor A. C. For,
when speaking at the annual graduation
ceremony of the Kindergarten Union re-
cently, questioned what results in general
culture in Australia had been attained by
education. He asked, whether the thousands
of students turned out from Universities
bad any effect on the standard of the com-
munity? I shall not read the report, but
here is another interesting extrat-

"'It was with interest that I noted in the
'Vest Australian,' thea coincidence of the re-
marks of the Director of Education and of
Miss Walton, on schoolgirls' studies,'" said
Dr. 2%. A. Clarke, M.A. (teatnrcr-in -eharge of
French and German ait the University) yes-
terday. ''ot only did they coincide with one
another, but with the impression conveyed, to
me in a month's recent contract with schools.
The principal of the Methodist Ladies' Col-
lege spoke of a decline in reading, and the
Director of Education of a decline in tenacity.
I have to note the uniformly low level of at-
tention injending, 'which points to both these
things. Seldoma are boys and girls able to
exert enough attention to comprehend a Page
of print whieg they have to read, and upon
which they are to be questioned."

Here is another extract which appeared in
the "West Australian" under the headings
"4Education Methods. Address by Professor
Cameron." In the course of the report there
appeared the following:

Professor Cameron said that the field of
education was so large, that experiments being
conducted were so many, that it would be pos-
sible to refer to .a few only of the modern de-
veloplnents. .. .. .... Dogmatic assertions
fromn individuals, however highly placed, mast
now give way to those that were baeked by
scientific evidence. Results covered a very wide
field. For example, it had been shown clearly

[4]1

that school organisation for such subjects as
reading, writing and arithmetic wns inade-
quate, as too mucth emaphasis had been placed
on vines work. Consequently, greater attention
was being given to individuals. Again, there
was a growving body of evidence that arith-
nietie was taught too early. An account of an
experiment had just been published in which
the writer- showed quite clearly that long div-
isioni could not ha2 adequately hanidled by chl-
dren, whose mnental age was below ten years.

As one of those the circumstances of whose
parents did not permit him to enjoy a good
education, I do not take up the attitude that
what was good enough for me is good
enough for iny children. I ami with those
mnen. and -women who say that our children
must have the best education it is possible
to provide for them. At the same time, we
must not forget to stress the point that it
is our bonden duty to see that value is given
for the money expended. I have before inc
an extract from "The W.A. Teachers' Jour-
nal" of September 20, 1929. The article
shows that the housing conditions for teach-
ers in the country districts axe a standing
disgrace to Western Australia. Mr. Drew's
name is mentioned, together with others, in
the course of the article, and he knows all
about the position. Here we are paying
higher -wages and handing out more money
all tile time, hot wve neglect other things that
cost money too. We send our teachers into
the country districts, and when we do so, we
should see that they are decently housed so
that they may exercise and maintain the re-
spect that is their due. Mr. Drew went into
this matter 'when he was Minister and, with
others, he bad to confess that he recognised
the justice of the claims for better housing
accommodation for teachers, but the excuse
advanced was that the finance did not per-
mit of an improvement. A little while ago
I mentioned the Old Men's Home. I noticed
in "Answers to Correspondents" in the
"West Australian" recently, it was stated
thc annual upkeep of the Old Men's5
!Rone at Claremont cost about Z292,0003.
if the institution were established in
the country si-eas, where some of the
old mn ecould undertake a little garden-
ing, the cost would he much less. I1 wish to
refer to our great North-West. I want to
know if the Labour Government took any
notice of the reconmmendations advanced by
the three practical men who were appointed
at Royal Commission to inquire into beef
supplies and the possibilities of the North-
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West. Time does not permit me to go into nothing further on that subject, and thank
this question fully, and I merely mention
the subject in order to direct the attention
of the present Government to the report and
to ask whether they will use their influence
in an endeavour to prevail upon the Perth
City Council to at least carry out one sug-
gestion made by the Commission. A most
imnportanit proposal related to the estab-
lishment of a sewage farm in the metro-
politan area so that store cattle from the
Kimberley district could be placed there to
fatten before being killed for consumption.

Hon. J. T. Franklin: That matter is in
the hands of the Government; the City
Council have nothing to do with it.

Hon. E. H. H. HALL: I am merely deal-
ing with the report as I find it. I am pleased
to hear from Mr. Franklin, who £9 Lord
Mayor of the City, that the matter is in the
hands of the Government. The establish-
ment of such a farm has been carried out
elsewhere, and it would be a wonderful thing
for the people if a similar farm were estab-
lished here.

The Minister for Country Water Sup-
plies: Can you suggest where we ciii get
the money to do it?

Ron. J. Nicholson: That is the point.

Hon. E. IL H. HALL: The project should
be tried out. We need not endeavour to rdo
so on a big scale straight away. let us ex-
periment. Let us see if our people cannot
enjoy similar benefits to those available to
people elsewhere. I have read the evidence
tendered to the Royal Commission and I
noticed that, although it was rather apart
from his usual line, our Engineer-in-Chief
favoured the proposal, which also appealed
to our Principal Mledical Omeecr. T hope the
Government will not lose sight of this pro-
posal, and although we may not have the
money available now, we do not know when
the gods will favour us and another Golden
Mile will be opened up. Should that hap-
pen, all our worries and troubles would dis-
appear. I shall not indulge in repetition.
Mr. Kempton dealt with an important mat-
ter when he referred to the provision of
railway facilities for settlers in the Central
Province. I realise that we have no money
for the work at present, but the people there
are living in the face of great disabilities,
and I am sure that Mr. Drew will also refer
to the question when he speaks. I shall say

hon. members for having listened to me so
patiently.

On motion by Hon. G. Fraser,
adjourned.

debate

H1ouse adjourned at 8 p.m.

legiBlattge Nesmbly,
IWednesday, .27th August, 1930.
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the Chair at 4.30

QUESTION-NEWMARKET HOTEL.

Mr. MARSHALL asked the Minister for
Railways: 1, Is it a fact that the Newmarket
Hotel is situated upon land which is the
property of the Railway Department? 2,
Is the hotel leased, or is it managed on
behalf of a Government department? 3,
If leased, was this done by tender or by
private treaty? 4, What were the terms
and arrangements of the lease generally?

The MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS re-
plied: 1, No. 2, 3, and 4, Answered by
No. 1.

QUESTION-ICENSES REDUCTION
BOARD.

MrN~. MARSHALL asked the Attorney
General: 1, Is it a fact that the Licenses
.Reduction Board has been re-appointed for
a further period of three years? 2, What
is the total cost of wages and salaries con-
nected with the working of this bonrd? 3,
What is the total amount of allowances, in-
cluding fares, etc.?' 4, To what accounts
wil these costs be charged?

The ATTORNEY GENERAL replied:
1, No. The Licenses Reduction Board is not


